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(Copyright, 190, by B. B. Warner.)
S VERAL weeks ago a New York

peari dealer sold a lot of domastio
pearis 0 a Frenchman In Paris.
The Parislan dld not even luke
™ tha trouble to ship them on to
L. dia, but after drilling them In the French
capltal Involesd them to a firm of American
Jewelera as Orental pearls. When th - man
who had sold them (o the Frenchman re-
turned o New York a few dayn ago he
found the gemo onm exhibition In a New
York showoease. He recognized them Im-
medintely aa the ones he had sold to his
Froanch customer and for the fun of the
thing he thought he would inquire about
the price.

“We are asking 575,000 for them"' replied
the Jewelar. ""They are genuine Orien'als
and we ought to get a lttle mors, nelng
that the price of pearls I8 going up.”

Walt a minute,” sild the axport. Pl ase
turn that pearl over. Now Jook, Just wt
the edge of the hole where the gem Is
drifled you will find a dark eolored spot.
Bee it? Tooks mm If ‘the skin had been
brulged and had healed. ™

The jeweler looked, screwing his *‘loup™
up to his eye and tnking a careful squint,

“That's right,” he sald finally. Then he
snntched away his “loup’ and gased at
the dealer. “'Bay.” he nsked, looking at the
expert sharply and hugging the prart (ight,
“who are you?”

"Tell you lIater; let's talk aboul those
prarid. They are Interesting to me. 1 used
to own them once. 1 bought them out in
Noewport, Arkansos, when they hndn't been
out of the wiuter more than fifteon minutes.
They cost me losn than 10,000, 1 sold *hem
in Puris for £5000, They enst you about
0000, 1 could have, #old them to you for
FI5.0K. Now, here’'s my nome; here aro
some  pearls, domestle ones  like yours,
Want to buy’’

The jJeweler almost fell over at the frst
revelntion, bt the second rallied him,

“No," he sald rigidly, “we don't wunt to
handle any domestle pearle. It will spoll
our trade and reputation.”

It is doubtful whether this or any other
jeweler will be abls much longer to handle
domestie pearle as Oriental Jowels and
thereby secure big profits, four the simple
recson that the peari-bearing clams are
diranpearing from the bottom of the Mis-
sissippl river and iis tributaries at a rate
that threatens total extinotion of the spe-
cles In A very short time. Many of the
most productive rivers of the pearling sec-
tions huve been swept clean of the pearl
mukers and unless something is done soon
& business that s worth hundreds of thou-
sands of dollare annually to the people of
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numerous pearl button factories along the
river in this vicinity The pear]l bution, oil
and fertillzing Industries have beesn  as
largely responsib’e for the decimation of
the peari-bearing clam beds as Lthe pearl
hunters and both huve decorated the shores
of the Mississippl from La Crosse, Wis., 1o
New Orleans with evidences of their rav-
agen

The peariing fever started in the summer
of 18, An old sunburnt fishermnn was the
caure of it. He was fishing from & »=kift
anchored in the middle of the Black river;
hix balt ran out and he wanled some more,
The ecaslest way Lo get [t was to ruke up a
¢lam from the bottom of the stream, about
elght feet below the surface of the water.
The Bivalve that he brought up was an In-
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IN A PEARLERS CAMP,

roport of the find apread for and wide, and
the Inhabitonts of thut section, Including
the fishermuan, rushed at the and beds nt
the bottom of the Bluck river with all kinds
of Implements, from pltchforks 1o socow
dredgea, and piled the river banks with
clams for mile#d up and down the stream
The jewelsr who had purchased the pearl
from the fizberman sold It In New York for
$L000, which was more thun he had made
in hie tle store In three years

The excltement wan Intense In Arkancis,
and In s comparantively short time every In-
habitant in the vicinfty of the Black river,
both old and young, male and female, were
deiving for clam# und pearls. Laborers loft
the farms, clerks and business men turnod
fortune seekers, and even soclely women

A TYPICAL PEARL BUTTON FACTORY.

thoss sectlons will pass away as quickly
as It came, And in this conjunetion It s
intéresting Lo note that the pearl oysters of
Ceylon are now so acarce that the govern-
ment s soon to put In foree 4 law which
will prohibit all pearl fishing for a period
of five yoars

Within the past three veurs more than
2,000,000 worth of pearis have been taken
from the waters of the Misslssippl valley,
At denst three-fourths of the pearls have
come from the Black and White rivers of
Arkunsan. In 191 about §1,.500,000 worth of
the gems were taken from the Black river
alones, most of which came from a section
not twenty miles long, with Newport us Ite
center, Last year less than $1,000.000 worth
wore taken and this season the output has
fallen off more than 8 per cent, The Black
river has been entirely cleaned out and the
swarms of fortune hunters has gone over
to the White river, a few ml'es distant,
and that, too, has given up nearly all s
wonlth,

When this river has been depleted the
largeat pearling region In the middle west
will become what It originally was—an un-
populuted wilderness. Already thousands
of people have left and Newport and other
towns which sprang up lu & night are rup-
ly dwindling. In Newport more business
houses and dwelllngs are vacunt than are
occeupled; s population has fallen within
a lttle more than a year from 15000 to
4,000,

The other Important domestle pearl cen-
ter s on the Misstemippl itself, wround
Prairie Du Chien, Wik, but It does not
compare with the southern beds ari fsh-
Ing for pearls there & more of & side lne
to the Industry of obtalning shells for the

nocent-looking specimen, and there wos
nothing In Hs appearnnce that fore-
shadowed the greal excilemeni (o come.
The fisherman, whistling a Jittle tune, in-
serted his knife blade between the shells
and pried them apart. As he did 8o a beau-
tiful. round, lustrous pearl dropped out omn
the thwart of the skiff and rolled to e
bottam of the crafl, where il Iny glistening
in the forenoon sun.

The fisherman sat Wlinking at # for a full
minute, then made n dive for i, and worked
harder than he ever had bLefore in his life
to get (o shore on the double qulck, He
sold the pearl to & looal feweler for $100 and
relired ito private life. His retrement,
however, lasted less than n week, for the

went down to the shores of the stream nnd
wided into the water, searching for pearl-
bearing olama.

An old negro by the name of Nelse Parks
found a clam which netted him something
over 00, With the proceeds Neolse pur-
chased o fine buggy, Before he could buy
h hovse ik vireus came Lo town, and when
it left. the balance of Nelse's bank ao-
count went with it, so that he was com-
petled (o sell hi=s buggy without taking »
ride in It

A (armer who was driving home with
A wagon load of clams was attacked by
dog. Ve threw a couple of bivalves at the
dog. The owner of the dog pleked up the
shelis, upened them, and in one of them

Romantic Story of the American Pearl

found a pearl which made him a8 much
of & caplinilvt us the man who bought the
bugry. :

A family of negroes that lived In a huat,
and went partlally unclothed all the year
round, became wealthy, built a palnce of
a home, and hired white men for servants.
Not one In the family could read or write,
yel they  bought  automobiles, steam
Inunches and horses,

Hoys tw whom & cents was  wealth
cnough for a week of national hblidays,
siarted bank secounts and amassed Some
fortable fortunes, and many a poor youth
in o few weeks got enough pearls to pe-
cure to him tne college education he had
been forced to forego,

The excliement spread from the lund to
the river steamboats, Thelr crews de-
serted them, and sometimes their captains,
and the Black river was the scene of the
wildest exeltement. New towns were bullt
und old ones were Increased to the sine
of cities, 8trecis were lald out, banks and
meteantile estublishments were  started,
mourigages wore lifted. money was plenty
and thmes were prosperous, The seotion
sprang into prominence, both Ananclully
and socinlly, In the state, and New York
pearl denlers Nocked there in greal num-
bers, and soon the pear! markel centers
of the United Btates and Europe were
flooded with American pearls. This wus at
s time when orfental pearls were scarce,
and when the demand for them was eon-
stantly on the jump, European pear! deal-
ery Legan (o open thelr eyes to the beauty,
sizge und quuantity of the domestic gems,

The excitement In the pearling section
continued throughout the summers of 1900
and 1901, and only subsided when the
ek rviver was cleaned of pearls, Then
the fortune stekers swarmed out to the
Missisaippl river and explored the streams,
crecks and bayous of Arkansan. No rich
fishing was strack, however, until While
river wus reached, Here the scenes on

- the Black river were enucted.

The Missincippl has always been lasy
In the matier of dispenwing pearis, and
although they have teen found thera for
the past hall a century, hardly ever has
there been uny great pearling excltement,
With the new Impetus, however, given
that Industry by the pearl fisheries of Are
kan as, more Misslssdppi Eems  wers
hrought to lUght. Because of Itx size, tite

(Continued on Page Fifteen.)
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